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California Libraries Launch Pioneering New Service

Two California libraries—the Contra Costa County Library and Yuba County Library—have become the first U.S. libraries to launch public book lending machines that make collections available to people in a transit station, a shopping mall and a community center. 

GoLibrary, also known as Bokomaten in Sweden, checks out and checks in materials to library card holders. The machine, which connects to the libraries' ILS system, was invented in 2004 by a Swedish company, Distec, and is manufactured in Italy. There are two machines in use in Norway, one in Finland, six in Sweden and one in Denmark.
The California libraries project is funded by an IMLS/LSTA grant via the California State Library.  The equipment purchase was coordinated by Califa, a membership-based California library network and service consortium designed for cost effective delivery of services. 

The project was initiated by a staff member from the Contra Costa Library who saw the Bokomaten machines in action at the Stockholm Public Library.

The Contra Costa County Library, which calls its program Library-a-Go-Go, is partnering with Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART), a local shopping center and the Bay Area Library and Information System (BALIS).  Baker & Taylor provided the initial book collections.  The Yuba County Library is partnering with a city-owned community center near a baseball park and senior retirement village. The unit there has been installed on an external wall and is available 24/7. 

Cathy Sanford, project coordinator for the Contra Costa County Library, and Loren McCrory, director of the Yuba County Library, say the project has already generated media attention, as well as enthusiasm among staff, community and local government officials.

The Contra Costa County Library serves more than a million residents in the fast growing East Bay communities of the greater San Francisco metropolitan area. The library submitted a grant proposal to acquire the Bokomaten equipment and the California State Library responded by developing a project that also involves the smaller, rural Yuba County Library. State Librarian Susan Hildreth said the combined grant project allows the device to be tested in both urban and rural environments.

Califa provides further information about the GoLibrary equipment and operation at the following URL: http://www.califa.org/golibrary/.
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