SAMPLE PRESS RELEASE

Local History Digital Resources Program

[Put on letterhead before sending]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

[DATE]

Contact: 

[NAME OF LOCAL CONTACT PERSON]

[TELEPHONE NUMBER]

[E-MAIL ADDRESS]

[YOUR LIBRARY NAME] to Improve Access to Local History Digital Resources for All [NAME OFCITY OR COUNTY] Residents

A California State Library Grant Supports Improved Access

[YOUR TOWN] – [DATE]  – The [YOUR LIBRARY NAME] has received a grant from the California State Library to provide enhanced access to local history collections.  The grant has/will allow the library to create a virtual digital collection for library customers.  Funds are provided by the Institute of Museum and Libraries Services through the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA), administered in California by the State Librarian.

The Local History Digital Resources Project (LHDRP), by supporting local libraries’ efforts to digitize historic photos unique to their California community, and by providing access through a statewide portal, gives web visitors in any corner of the state a window on the historic flavor of California’s many regions. Because of the program, one of a kind historic photos and other source documents from California’s diverse communities that are available for anyone, from student to journalist genealogists to view, save, and print.

Key features of the California State Library (CSL) grants to participating libraries are digitization training for staff members, access to a cataloging tool, scanning services for 200 images and $5000 for costs related to the project.  The CSL collaborates with the University of California, California Digital Library (CDL) to provide technical assistance for description of the images and more.  The CDL hosts the images and descriptions and also provides preservation services for those contributions.  

One interface, many communities 

Since the beginning of the project nine years ago, more than 70 public, academic and special libraries have digitized nearly 18,000 historic source documents and photos.  By visiting the CDL Calisphere web site:  

(http://www.calisphere.universityofcalifornia.edu/owning-institutions.html), students, teachers, researchers of all levels and the public can visit the manuscripts, photographs, and works of art held by institutions across California -- through a single interface and search engine. The Calisphere gateway is specifically tailored to the K-12 community and includes California Curriculum standards as a basis of arrangement, but the entire collection can be searched as well.

Collaboration with the University of California 

The LHDRP leverages an existing statewide access point for historical material associated with the premier state supported academic institution, the University of California.  The expertise of the CDL staff enables even the smallest library to provide enriched statewide access to their digital collection using the most current search and retrieval technologies. 

The [INSERT NAME OF LIBRARY] library is located at [ADDRESS] and serves more than [NUMBER] people each year.  [INSERT ANY OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION SPECIFIC TO LIBRARY].  The library’s website is:  http://yourlibrarywebsite.org

About the California State Library

The State Library stands as one of California's great public research institutions with a five-fold mission: serving the needs of elected officials and state agency employees; preserving the state's cultural heritage by collecting historic materials on California and the West; assisting public libraries through financial aid and consulting services; offering special services to disadvantaged and handicapped clients; and, ensuring that the general public has convenient and consistent access to its resources. For more information please visit: http://library.ca.gov

About the University of California, California Digital Library

The California Digital Library supports the assembly and creative use of the world's scholarship and knowledge for the University of California libraries and the communities they serve. In addition, the CDL provides tools that support the construction of online information services for research, teaching, and learning, including services that enable the UC libraries to effectively share their materials and provide greater access in digital content.  For more information please visit: http://www.cdlib.org/

About the Institute of Museum and Library Services

The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal support for the nation’s 122,000 libraries and 17,500 museums. The Institute helps create strong libraries and museums that connect people to information and ideas. It works at the national level and in coordination with state and local organizations to enhance learning and innovation; sustain heritage, culture and knowledge; and support professional development. To learn more about the Institute, please visit: http://www.imls.gov/.

